Lufkin Independent School District
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Children need healthy meals to learn. Lufkin ISD offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs Free; lunch costs
Pre-K $2.00, Primary and Elementary $2.25, Middle School $2.40, High Schoel $2.50. Your children may qualify for free
meals or for reduced-price meals. Reduced-price is Free for breakfast and $ .40 for lunch. If you received a notification
letter that a child is directly certified for free or reduced-price meals, do not complete an application. Let the school know if
any children in the household attending school are not listed in the letter.

The questions and answers that follow and attached directions provide additional information on how to complete the

application. Complete only one application for all the students in the household and return the completed application to
Olga Ramos, 915 Virgil, Lufkin, TX. 75901. If you have questions about applying for free or reduced-price meals, contact
Olga Ramos at 936-630-4207, oramos@lufkinisd.org.

1. Who Can Get Free Meals? 4. IfI Don’t Qualify Now, May I Apply Later? Yes, Apply

o Income-—Children can get free or reduced-price meals
if a household’s gross income is within the limits
described in the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines.

» Special Assistance Program Participants — Children in
households receiving benefits from the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Food
Distribution Program for Households on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR), or Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), are eligible for free meals.

» Foster —Foster children who are under the legal

responsibility of a foster care agency or court are

eligible for free meals.

Head Start, Early Head Start, and Even Start—Children

participating in these programs are eligible for free

meals,

Homeless, Runaway, and Migrant— Children who meet

the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant

qualify for free meals. If you haven't been told about a

child’s status as homeless, runaway, or migrant or

you feel a child may qualify for one of these
programs, please call or email homeless liaison: Tonja

Akridge 936-630-4287 and migrant coordinator: Leticia

Galindo at 936-633-7835.

« WIC Recipient— Children in households participating

in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals.

What If I Disagree With the School’s Decision About
My Application? Talk to school officials. You also may
ask for a hearing by calling or writing to Assistant
Superintendent, Dr. Anthony Sorcla, 101 Cotton Square,
Lufkin, TX. 75901, 936-630-4342.

. My Child’s Application Was Approved Last Year. Do I
Need To Fill Out A New One? Yes. An application is
only good for that school year and for the first few days
of this school year. Send in a new application unless the
school has told you that your child is eligible for the
new school year.

at any time during the school year. A child with a
parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may
become eligible for free and reduced-price meals if the
household income drops below the income limit.

. What If My Income Is Not Always the Same? List the

amount normally received. If a household member lost
ajob or had hours/wages reduced, use current income.

. We Are in The Military. Do We Report Our Tncome

Differently? Basic pay and cash bonuses must be
reported as income. Any cash value allowances for off-
base housing, food, or clothing, or Family Subsistence
Supplemental Allowance payments count as income, If
housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization
Initiative, do not include the housing allowance as
income. Any additional combat pay resulting from
deployment is excluded from income,

. May I Apply If Someone in My Household Is Not a U.S.

Citizen? Yes. You, your children, or other household
members do not have to be U.S. dtizens to apply for
free or reduced-price meals.

. Will Application Information Be Checked? Yes. We

may also ask you to send written proof of the reported
household income,

. My Family Needs More Help. Are There Other

Programs We Might Apply For? To find out how to
apply for other assistance benefits, contact your local
assistance office or 2-1-1.

10.Can I Apply Online? Yes! The online application has the

same requirements and will ask you for the same
information as the paper application. Visit Skyward
Family Access ta begin or to learn more about the
online application process, Contact Olga Ramos, 915
Virgil 5t., Lufkin, TX. 75901, 936-630-4287,
oramos@lufkinisd.org if you have questions about the
online application,

If you have other questions or need help, call 936-630-4207. Si necesita ayuda, por favor llame al teléfono: 936-630-4207,
Sincerely,

Olga Ramos
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Directions for Applying For Free and Reduced-Price School Meals

Please use these instructions to complete the free or reduced-price school meals application. Submit one application
per household, even if the children in the household attend more than one school in Lufkin ISD. Please use a pen (not
a pencil) when completing the application. The application must be filled out completely in order for the schoot to
make a determination if the children in your household qualify for free or reduced-price school meals. An incomplete
application cannot be approved. Please contact Olga Ramos, 936-630-4207, oramos@lufkinisd.org with your questions.

Step 1: List All Household Members Who Are Infants, Children, And Students Up to and Including Grade 12.
¢ List each child’s name.
Print fivet nane, niiddle initial, and last name for each child in the hovseheld in the spaces. If there are nwore children than fings, use
the bock of the application to record additional names.
Inctude all houseliold niembers who nre age 18 or under and nre supported with the hosehold's income including children who are

not enrolled in the district. Children do NOT have to be related to anyone in the househiold to be o pari of the household,

+ Mark the box following the child’s name to show if the child is a student in the Lufkin ISD.

» Record the child’s grade if the child is in school.

+ Check the appropriate box if a child qualifies for free meals as participant in the foster care system,
Head Start (including Early Head Start or Even Start) program or if a child meets the criteria for
homeless, migrant, or runaway.

Checking Foster indicates that a foster care agency or court has placed the child in your home. If the application is befng sulmitted
for foster children only, complete Step 1, skip Step 2, and complete Step 3.

Participation in ¢ Categorical Programn

If all children in the houschold are participants in one of the following programs—Foster, Head Start,

Homeless, Migrant, or Runaway, skip Step 2 and complete Step 3.

SNAP, TANT, and FDPIR: Do any household members (including you) currently participate in one or

more of the following assistance programs: SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR?
If a child or adult in the household participates in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or Temporary Assistance to
Needed Families (TANFE), record the Eligibility Determination Group (EDG) number in the space.
If a child or adult in the household is a participant in Food Distribution Program for Households on Indian Reservations (FDPIR),
check the box to indicate participation. The Lufkin ISD will contact you fo obtain documentation of FDPIR participation.

If the students in the household are eligible based on SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR, skip Step 2 and complete Step 3.

Step 2: Report Income for All Household Members. Reduced-Price Meal Income Eligibility Guidelines
Part A, Total Houselrold Members . Every
Family Twice per
« Record the total number of children and adults in size | Annually | Monthly | itk ‘3: e Weekly
the household in the appropriate box. L §22,450 | $1872 $956 $861 s432
This mrmb.e-r M‘US‘T be equeal to the }mrffrbﬂ'r of 'housekofﬁ 2 $30,451 $2,538 $1,269 $1,172 $586
members listed 1 Step 1 ond Step 2. It 15 very imporiant -
fo list all household members ns the size of the howsehold 3 $38,443 3,204 $1,602 $1,479 $740
determines the household efigibility. 4 $46,438 $3,870 $1,935 $1,786 $893
Part B, Last Four Digits of Soclal Security Number (3SN) 5 $54,427 %4,536 $2,268 $2,094 $1,047
of an Adult Household Member T $62,419 $5,202 $2,601 $2.401 $1201
s+ Provide the last four dlgltst of the Social Security ; S0411 | 85,868 | $2.084 | 2709 | %1368
number (SSN) of an adult in the household or . . oot 55 20 55,016
check the box for no SSN. §78,408 s it ! $1,508

. . . . For each additional family member add;
Asocial security number is not requived to apply for these ! | p ' o | ‘
prograns. +$7,992 | +$666 | +$333 | +$308 | +§154

Part C. Income for All Adult Household Members (Including Yourself, But Not Children)
» Record the first and last name of each adult in the household in the space provided.

if there are more adults in the household tan availabic spaces, use the back of the application. Childyen’sincome isveported in Part D.
Inglude all adults living in the household that share incowme and expenses, even if the adulf is not velated to pryone in the

housekold and does not receive any incoine, Do pot include adulis that arve not supported by the household's income and do

not contribute frcome fo the household.
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» Record the amount of income the adult receives
under the type of income: Working Earnings; Public
Assistance/Child Support/Alimony; Pensions/
Retirement/Social Security/ Supplemental Security
Income (551); and All Other.

Report all gmotints in gross ineome only and in whole doflnrs,
Gross tncome s the total inconie vecefoed before taxes or
deductions. Ensure that the Theome reported has not been
verduced by the amoeunts deducted for taxes, insurance
premiuns, or ary other pirpose. The Adult Incowe Information
Box provides additional information on the fypes of income
that need {0 Ue reported, Foster children may be included as a
mieniber of the houseliold or may be fncluded on a separate
application.

Write a Q tn any field wheve Hiere is no fncome bo report. If yiou
write  ov leave aity fields blank, you are certifising (promising)
that there is no fncome fo report. If local officials have known
or moaileble Information that the household income was
reported fncorrectly, the application will be verified for couse.

» Circle how often each type of income is received
(frequency).

- W= Weekly
~  E=Every 2 Weeks
- T'=Twice per Month
- M-=Monthly
- A=Amually
Part D, Incowne for Children in the Household

» Record total income for all children by how often

income is received (frequency).

Record adult income in Part C.
Reeord the incore of children indfoidually under the frequency
indicnting how often the income is received.
The Child Income Information Box (on the vight) provides
adiditional information on the iypes of fncome [hat sieeds to be
repovted for children in the household.

Step 3: Provide Contact Inforination and Adult Signature,

» Read the certification statement,

« Write your current address and contact information in the space
provided. Sharing a phone number, email address, or both is
optional, but helps us reach you quickly if we need to contact you.

If you have no permanent address, this does sot make your clildren fneligible

Jfor free or reduced-price school wreals.

+ Print the name of the adult signing the form, sign the form, and

record today’s date in the appropriate spaces.

All applications miust be signed by an aduit household member. By signing the
application, the household member is promising that all information hes been
truthfully and completely reported. Before conpleiing this seckion, please vead

Adult Income Information Box

Barnings from Work
General Types of Income

= Salary, wages, cash bonuses
« Strike benefits
L5, Military
+ Allowances for off-base housing, food, and clothing
« Basic pay and cash bonuses (do NOT include combat pay,

ESSA, or privatized housing allowances)
Self-Employed Worker

« Net income from self-employment (farm or business)—
calculated by subtracting the total operating expenses of
the business from its gross receipts or revenue,

Public Assistance/ Child Support/Alimony
(Do not report the value of any cash value public assisfance benefils NOT
listed on the chart.}

« Alimony payments

= Cash assistance from State or local government

» Child support payments if income is received from child
support or alimony, only court-ordered payments should
be reported here, Informal but regular payments should
be teported as other income in the next part.

« Unemployment benefits

= Worker’s compensation

Pensions/Retirement/ Supplemental Security Income (S8))

= Annuities

= Income from trusts or estates

« Private Pensions or disability

+ Social Security (including railroad retirement and black
lung benefits)

* Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

= Veteran’'s benefits
Al Other Income

= Earned interest

» Investment income

» Regular cash payments from outside household
* Rental income

Child Income Information Box
Earnings from work
For Example: A child has a job where she or he earns g
salary or wages,
Sociat Security, Disability Payments
For Example: A child is blind or disabled and receives
Social Security benefits.
Social Security, Survivor's Benefits
For Example: A parent is disgbled, retired, or deceased,
and their child receives social security benefits.
Income from any other source
For Example; A child receives income from a private
penston fund, annuity, or trust,

the privacy and cioil rights statemenis on the back of the application.

Step 4: Return the Application.

» Return the application to 915 Virgdl St., Lufkin, TX. 75901, fax: 936-630-4209, and/or your child’s school.
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